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SPC
expansion
brings jobs

MLK Day
of Service
Immediate
student employment
opportunities

BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG - On
the heels of receiving a
$50,000 check from the TD
Charitable Foundation, the
Pinellas County Urban
League (PCUL) embarked
on a jobs project that seeks
to ensure local minority contractors gain access to the
St. Petersburg College
(SPC) Midtown expansion.
SPC has agreed to construct a 45,000 square foot,
three story classroom building on nearly 4 acres of land
located at 22nd Street and
13th Avenue South.
Carolyn Riggins, assistant vice president and store
manager for TD Bank, presented PCUL President and
CEO Watson Haynes with a
check to assist with the completion of its community
service projects.
Speaking before a
crowded room, Haynes
opened the floor to speakers
to comment about the
nearly $11 million investment that SPC plans to use
to expand its Midtown campus and the strategic plan
being implemented to ensure that minority contractors and other local citizens
gain jobs from the project.
“In talking with Watson,
he wants to target individuals with skills to get a priority hiring list that includes
mentoring and trained individuals,” said Shirimatee
See JOBS page 4

ST. PETERSBURG —
Excitement builds as the
project staff, working behind
the scenes, makes their first
ever MLK Day of Service an
unquestionable success.
Representative Darryl
Rouson and the dedicated
MLK Day of Service team
have worked tirelessly to
pull this project together –
community outreach, community engagement, the initial portion of the awards
process.
The formation of a team
of dedicated staffers to the
realization of the project has
taken three short months.
Along the way, flexibility has
been one of the team’s greatest strengths.
Initially, the awards staff
and Rouson, the driving
force behind the appropriation and the effort, were
going to give stipends to encourage students from local
colleges, universities and
high schools to participate.
They envisioned these
stipends, ranging from $300
to $1000, going to ten college
students and ten high school
students to facilitate the organizing of youth service
groups on campuses all
around St. Petersburg as
was reported in an earlier
story.
Recently, however, the
staff realized that there was
a conflict of interest.
Due to the fact that St.
Petersburg College (SPC) is
the fiscal agent of the awards
and is administering the

L-R, Yolonda McCloud, Alfreda Brown, Carole Alexander, Annette Booze,
Lolisa McGown and, seated, Jacqueline Swanson.

Next STEPP Pregnancy
Center offers help
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG - A
near constant crowd gathered on Sun., Dec. 9 at
The Next STEPP Pregnancy Center. With tours
of the facility running
every 15 minutes, residents stopped by to check
out what the program had
to offer expectant mothers and established parents in the community.
Located at 1210 22nd
St. S., The Next STEPP
has been a staple in the
Midtown area for almost
20 years, but unless
you’re a part of an unplanned pregnancy or a

new parent fallen on hard
times, you may not have
heard of them.
“We [were] serving
before we even had a location,” Executive Director
Carole Alexander said of
the center that helps on
average around 1,400
clients a year.
That’s quite a few families, especially when
you’re a nonprofit organization that relies solely on
the generosity of others.
Its mission consists of
helping women and families wrestling with the
emotional and financial
burdens often associated
with an unplanned pregnancy.

The Next STEPP’s
Ministry Associate Alfreda Brown knows there
is a great need in the community for the programs
offered and understands
what it’s like when women
find themselves pregnant
and alone.
“Sometimes just the
economic strain can be a
lot,” Brown explained as
she discusses the programs available. “This
may not seem like a lot for
some people, but for
those who can’t buy diapers [and] who can’t get
things, it’s great.”
A Christian organization, The Next STEPP
prides itself on its ability

to welcome all women regardless of their circumstances. The center
pledges support services
to expectant mothers and
although not a medical facility, they also offers free
early detection pregnancy
tests to anyone in need.
Here’s how the program works. Soon to be
moms arrive at the center
and are given a self image
assessment to ascertain
where they are in the
emotional process. They
are assessed in four areas:
individual, career and education, economics, and
their family situation.
See STEPP, page 7

MLK Community Center reopens
BY KENDALL QUEEN
Staff Writer

Jonathan Stanton and
Watson Haynes

—
CLEARWATER
When the Clearwater
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Community Center closed
its doors in November of
last year, the citizens of
North Greenwood and the
Clearwater MLK Jr.
Neighborhood Coalition
made sure it would not
stay that way for long.
Last Sat., Dec. 8, after
being closed almost a year,
the MLK Coalition was
granted the lease and

See SERVICE, page 6

given the keys to the center by the Pinellas County
School Board.
For the past 40 years,
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
legacy had been preserved at the Clearwater
MLK Jr. Community Center by providing all ages in
northern Pinellas County
a wide variety of programs
to benefit from. Some of
which include, job placement and training, after
school programs and literacy courses summer
See MLK, page 4
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OPINION
The American Dream

BY JONATHAN SCOTT

There was a time when
America was thought to be
the land of opportunity, a
land where wealth could be
accumulated for all who
were willing to work hard.
It was a country where a
person could come and
earn a living for himself
without fear of religious
and/or cultural persecution. It was the latest attempt at establishing a true
democracy on the planet.
However, many of the
early immigrants who
came looking for the American dream found many
flaws in our “utopian” system of religious freedom
and cultural expression.
In fact, they found religious and cultural prejudices the norm. Yet in spite

of these impediments, the
immigrants, by following
certain rules and behaviors
would
eventually
be
granted full access to
Americas’ benefits.
Although the immigrants came from different
cultures, backgrounds, religious preferences, and nationalities, they all had one
thing in common. They
were all European—people
without color.
The American dream
was there for the European
immigrant to take, but for
those of African descent,
the scenario was completely the opposite. First of
all, it must be made clear
that the vast majority of
Africans in Africa had no
desire to come to this country and/or the “Americas”
in general.
Those Africans that did
desire to come had already
been here long before the
American Revolution. The
African had no need to seek
religious freedom or any of
the other freedoms the
“new Americas” were offering. They were happy in
their own land worshipping
their God and practicing
their own religious rituals.
They were comfortable

with their African dreams,
and had no desire for an
American dream. The European occupiers of the
Americas had envisioned
everything but an American dream for the African.
For the African, it was an
American
nightmare.
Africans came, not as new
citizens of a new land, but
as captives.
Certainly the horrors
and the inhumanity that
was practiced against the
African during this period
have been well documented and implanted in
our minds. Most folks don’t
feel comfortable reliving or
even rediscovering the
tragedies that were perpetrated against Africans.
Most folks (black and
white) were content with
just letting it go and moving
on.
Though “letting go” and
moving on was the feeling
among many blacks and
whites, it was clear that
moving on meant something entirely different for
each race. This thinking led
to a more subtle, insidious
approach, one that was perpetuated by a well calculated plot and conspiracy to
conceal the true history of

the African in America.
Many American scholars went to extremes to
cover up and hide the true
African experience by categorizing Africans in America as uncivilized and as
descendents of slaves. As a
matter of fact, it would have
taken a real teacher to have
told us in history class or in
social studies that the real
reasons for World War l
and World War II were to
occupy and control the continent of Africa.
Or, to tell black students
that they are living in the
richest country in the
world because it has been
exploiting raw materials
from their ancestors’ land
along with their free labor.
Those racist scholars
wanted those of us who
were aware of the atrocities
to forget and those who did
not know would never
know. They wanted us to
forget before we had an opportunity to forgive.
Even though the Middle Passage was a horrendous period for the African,
it was just one merciless experience in African history.
This is certainly not where
African history started.
The fact is Africans in

America are descendents
of kings and queens. Rulers
of empires that lasted thousands of years before Europeans desended from their
northern habitat.
Let no reader be confused, Africans were survivors of the most brutal
slave system known to
man. They were captives in
a system of slavery that
crushed their innate natural spirituality by forcing
them to denounce their culture, their spirituality, their
dignity, their language,
their value system, their
world view and their universal view. The fact that
they survived this brutal
system and are here today
is testimony to the resilience of the African persona.
This European system
began with the premise of
controlling the African innate spirit and separating
them from their families
and value systems. When
they did not separate the
family, control was maintained by the slave owners
demonstrating what cruel
and inhumane behaviors
they were capable of and
willing to do.
Many Americans might

want to question why writers have a need to keep
these ungodly images of
history in print. “Why don’t
they stop writing about this
and just let it go and move
on to something else?”
Well I have to ask, did
the Jewish people let go of
what happen to them? Or
did the Amerindians let go
what happen to them? Did
the Japanese let go of what
happen to them? Am I to
let go of the fact that my
people were held in
bondage for over four hundred years. We’re talking
about a bondage that would
have made pharaoh’s skin
crawl.
My ancestors had to
live in a society where they
were
not
considered
human beings and this was
justified and enforced
within its religious and
legal institutions. You want
me to just forget that cattle
carried a higher price at
market than the African.
Well what about those people who have vested interest in the African in
America not knowing the
truth about their history.
Are they letting go?

guinea pigs for the food
stamp “experiment.” So, is
the hype about Booker’s
one week sacrifice to eat
less a publicity stunt, exploitation, or a sincere effort to change the poverty
conditions of millions on
food stamps? Only Mayor
Booker can answer that.
My contention is that
living for a week on a food
stamp diet, depending
upon the reason for doing
so, can also be deemed a
fast. We are familiar with
fasts and the reasons for
them, especially those having a religious connection.
Moreover, we are instructed to go about our
fasts without bringing attention to ourselves, so it
will not be “obvious to
men” (Matthew 6:16).
Additionally, there are
other important points
made about fasting in the
58th Chapter of the Book of
Isaiah: “Is this the kind of
fast I have chosen, only a
day for a man to humble

himself?…Is not this the
kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of
injustice…to set the oppressed free…is it not to
share your food with the
hungry and provide the
poor wanderer with shelter…when you see the
naked to clothe him? …if
you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the
oppressed, then your light
will rise in the darkness,
and your night will become
like the noonday.”
Let’s not make this food
stamp issue just another political advantage for election or reelection. People in
this country are suffering,
and many who have to eat
on the food stamp plan
would much rather have an
alternative – like a job. We
should do what we can to
help them, and we should
do it not for publicity or accolades, but because it’s
simply the right thing to do.

Blackonomics- Experimenting with poverty

BY JAMES CLINGMAN
NNPA Columnist

Newark, New Jersey
Mayor, Corey Booker, following the example of
Phoenix, Arizona Mayor,
Greg Stanton, is accepting
a challenge to live on a $35
food stamp budget for one
week. Mr. Mayor will add
to his resume of shoveling
snow and rescuing a
woman from a burning
house this latest feat that
some news reporters are
calling an “experiment.”
Booker’s
background,
going back to his youth, in-

cludes other out-of-the-box
actions, which are admirable and respectable.
However, this experiment,
as some are calling it, will
not go down as one of
them.
A person who earns
more than $13,000 per
month going for one week
on what is essentially a diet
may be a nice news story
but does nothing to alleviate the reality of those who
are on that “diet” every day.
The “bringing to the attention of the general public”
angle is worth a 30-second
or even a 60-second soundbite, but it’s not like folks in
this country don’t already
know the stigma and
trauma and futility of feeding one person, much less
three of four persons, on a
weekly allocation of food
stamps.
The walk a mile in my
shoes angle may demonstrate some compassion
and maybe even some temporary empathy, but after

the week is over, and even
during the week of rationing food, or as some
may even call “fasting,” the
celebrity goes back to a
much better life, as if he or
she ever left it at all. Real
people on food stamps
must stay in that place for
much longer than a week.
I don’t know Mayor
Stanton or Mayor Booker,
but I did some research on
Booker and found that he
has done several commendable things for others
during his young life. Also,
Booker drew a lot of attention from his run for office
against former Newark
mayor, Sharpe James.
Booker’s public profile was
raised again during the last
presidential
campaign,
when he jumped into the
fray by briefly defending
the work of Mitt Romney
and Bain Capital. Thus, I
doubt he needs to use food
stamps for a week to gain
more attention.
So why is he doing it?

Reporters say he is doing it
to bring attention to the
food stamp problem, to
“teach people how to responsibly budget and learn
to eat nutritionally on a limited budget.” Just how limited, they didn’t say. The
along
recommendation
with Booker’s actions is
that people across the
country take part in the
challenge as well.
Maybe some need to
live for a week on food
stamps to know what others are going through; but
I don’t. Just like I don’t
need to spend a week in
prison to know I never want
to be there. I don’t need to
live on $1.40 per meal to
know that people on food
stamps are having a very
difficult time doing so. As I
said, it’s nothing more than
a one-week diet as far as I
am concerned, and many
people do that every day
without the fanfare and
drumrolls. Folks on food
stamps live every day as
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Parent Support for Education Council, Inc. in partnership
with The Weekly Challenger presents:

Help
&
Hope

Parent of the Week Award

By Dr. Basha Jordan
www.HopeAliveMinistry.org

This award is not a contest; rather the purpose of the award is to celebrate
parental engagement in education by parents and caring adults. While encountering many challenges, these parents continue to be engaged in all aspects of
their children’s lives.

No pain, no gain
Have you ever felt like all possibility
for success and happiness in your life was
gone because you could not stop a certain
behavior or addiction? Maybe you are
feeling like that right now or know of
someone who is in that state of mind.
Well, I have good news for you and maybe
you might want to share this information
with a friend or loved one who needs to
hear this.
The book of Hebrews 11:1 reads:
“Now, faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.”
Very plainly this means if you hold on,
have faith in something, some place or
somebody (God or a higher power),
things will get better.
At the end of all my radio broadcasts I
say, “And remember, no matter what’s
going on with you today, there is hope for
you.” I say this because it is true and this
is what got me through when I felt like
throwing in the towel and ending my life,
when I could not stop using a drink and a
drug some 24 years ago.
My thought were, “God, why have
you left me?” or “Lord, why me? I don’t deserve to be in this state of helplessness,
I’m a pastor.” Being angry at God for not
answering my prayer when I wanted Him
to answer really ticked me off. But I continued to pray in spite of how it looked.
There is one critical aspect of my
process that had to take place before I finally received help from God. Even
though I was praying for God to help me
to stop this obsessive-compulsive behavior, I was not really ready to give up the
“known” for the “unknown.”
I knew what it was like to live by acting

out with the negative behavior, but what
was I going to do with my best friends:
Mr. Martini, Brother Coors Lite, and that
white girl named Madame Cocaine?
There had to come a point where it did
not matter what happened because the
pain had become so great I was willing to
trust God and hope for the best. So when
my wife orchestrated an intervention in
my life on Oct. 13, 1988, I was totally ready
- mind, body and spirit for deliverance and
God’s revelation.
Once this happened, everything I
needed to overcome my addiction was put
into place by the God who had protected
me through 30 years of active addiction.
If you are still alive after all the hell you
put your body through, who do you think
brought you through?
Are any of your friends dead, incarcerated or in a mental institution for doing
the same things you did? You ought to
throw your head beck and holler: “Thank
You, Lord.” He brought you this far and
He will see you through just like he did
with me. There is hope for you.
If you want help, first say this simple
prayer: “Lord help me, in the name of
Jesus.” If you know someone who can
help you, call them right away while it’s
fresh in your spirit.
For help, please call me at (443) 2509635
or
send
an
email
to
ProphetBasha@aol.com. You can also
send a letter by snail mail to Dr. Jordan,
P.O. Box 16622, St. Petersburg, FL 33733.
Don’t forget to listen to us on WRXB
AM every 1st & 3rd Sat. from 8:30-9 a.m.
And remember, “No matter what’s
going on with you today, there is hope for
you.” I’m Dr. J. — be blessed.

PICk oF The week!

17 44 5

Charlene Thomas is a very busy and
compassionate parent of two children.
Not only does she assist her own children
with homework and other activities both
in and out of school, she also demonstrates compassion and commitment for
other children. She serves as a director of
a Head Start center and continuously encourages parents to engage in their children’s lives.
Thank you Charlene for being an active member of the “village.”

Fabian Hamilton is the father of three
children and continues to invest their lives
by daily assistance with homework, assigning daily chores, reinforcing and praising
them for making good life choices and
teaching them God’s plan for their lives. He
is frequently in contact with the school via
email and phone.
It is most rewarding to meet fathers who
are bonding with their children and teaching
them about Jesus Christ! May the favor of
Christ continue to reign in your home
Brother Hamilton.

A personal thank you
I would like to thank everyone who
prayed for the well-being of my brother
Rick, who recently suffered a heart attack, and myself who also took ill. You
may have noticed that I was not on the
corner cooking for a few days.
The entire Atwater clan would like
to thank the caring staff at Bay Front
Hospital, Bishop Young, Rev. Daniels,
Rev. Walt Williams and everyone else
who prayed for us.
God bless.
Eric Atwater

Eric and Rick Atwater
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Minority contractors to win

Who’s doing your hair?

From JOBS, page 1

BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Everyone has a story. From
the 16 year old bagging your
groceries, to the hair stylist
you spend hours with each
month. Have you every
turned to your stylist and
asked them what led them
on their journey to care for
other people’s hair?
Well, I did. I asked cosmologist Marlo Scott how
did she come to own Hair It
Iz Natural & Chemical Salon.
A local girl, Scott attended Rio Vista Elementary,
Riveria Middle and Northeast High School. She received her hair braiding
certification from Orange
Park Beauty Academy in Orange Park, Fla. and subsequently her cosmetology
license in 2005.
Scott and her siblings
were raised in Jordon Park in
a single parent household.
She received a strong work
ethic from her mother, Mary
L. McCloud, who worked at
Mounds Park and Mercy
Hospital as a Licensed Practical Nurse.
At an early age, Scott remembers being in the limelight. She was once featured
in a story by the late journalist Peggy Peterman called
“Marlo’s Day.” The story was
about the then three-year-old
Scott attending the newly
opened Head Start program
in Laurel Park around 1974.
Growing up, Scott knew
she wanted to be an entrepreneur because her dad,
Henry Pounciel, who was a
chef, used to allow her to go
to work with him in different

Contractors packed the crowded room at PCUL.
Marlo Scott works on Eula Perry’s hair.
food places. Her father was
self-employed, which made
an impression on her.
“He used to always say
the best thing to do is to try
and work for yourself,” recalled Scott.
Those words stuck with
the mother of two for today
her business is thriving. Currently housed at Dr. Frogue’s
Salon Suites located at 2435
Dr. MLK St. S., Hair It Iz offers full cosmetology services specializing in natural
hair care.
The range of services
you can receive includes cultivation and grooming of
locks and Sister Locks ™,
color, relaxers, Afros, twists
and more. Scott even has her
own product line called
“MaryAlice” Products and
Kiddy Hair Kandy. All products are alcohol free with a
moisture base that’s organic
and vegan friendly.
Scott’s passion for natural
hair prompted her to help
others get into the business.
“I want to give back to my
loyal community, so now I
offer a 16-hour hair braiding
certification course that’s ap-

proved by the state. Once the
course is completed they can
apply for a license from the
state,” said Scott.
Wanting to help others
become self-sufficient and
make a positive impact on
the community, she tires to
give away two scholarships
annually for eligible applicants.
Coming from a loving
home, Scott believes that
families can bond over simple things such as hair care.
Every year she hosts a
mother and child workshop
that is free to the public. The
workshop is designed to establish a bond and a nurturing relationship between the
mother and child through
caring for hair.
“They are celebrating
their ‘hairitage,’” Scott explained.
The event started out as
a “Mommy and Daughter
workshop,” but was later
changed to “Little Naturals,”
to include little boys too. Her
next event is planned for
Dec. 22 and will be held at
See HAIR, page 7

Ojah-Maharaj, manager of
the Business Assistance
Center of the City of St. Petersburg said.
“This will help get
them hired. In the past I
heard that minority businesses have a problem
with bonding. This partnership brings like minded
people together to help
make small businesses
successful,” she explained.
Partners in the jobs initiative includes the PCUL,
SPC, LEMA Construction,
Pinellas Job Corps Center,
Small Business Enterprise
and the City of St. Petersburg.
In addition, Nielson
Bonds offered their assistance with easing the
process of bonding for applicants. A representative

with Nielson Bonds, Kevin
Wojtowicz, explained that
the bond is a guarantee
that contractors fulfill their
commitments. If these
contactors fail to hold up
their end of the bargain,
their insurance will cover
any defaults.
President of LEMA
Construction, Jonathan
Stanton, explained the impact on the economy when
local people, such as himself, are hired for major
projects. LEMA is submitting a bid for the project.
“It is important for me
because I have an investment, skin in the game,”
said Stanton. “You’re going
to turn out something
good as well as have some
coins in your pocket …We
want to hire as many as

possible from the community and have a great impact in the community.”
The due date for bids
from major contractors
has passed; however, subcontractors should contact
the PCUL to get a “contractor’s information application” form so they can
be added to the list of eligible minority business owners.
“This strong show of
support defies the myth
that there are no African
American tradesmen in
town,” said city councilman Karl Nurse. “In some
ways we need to do a better job at marketing.”
Call
the
Pinellas
County Urban League for
more information at 727327-3568.

Clearwater MLK Center reopens
From MLK, page 1

programs for youth.
As the city of Clearwater went through an economic downturn, they
found themselves unable to
continue funding to the
community center, and it
closed its doors last November. Since the closing of the
center was unacceptable to
the north Greenwood residents, the Clearwater MLK,
Jr. Neighborhood Coalition
was born.
The coalition is a nonprofit organization comprised of concerned local
citizens who banded together to ensure that the
community center reopened and stays open. It
consists of numerous individuals such as Wade
Clark, the group’s president and the Life Force
Cultural Arts Academy to
name a few.
These citizens formed
together to aid in the coordination of all organizations
that exemplify the purpose
of improving the community and assisting the youth

Sandy Wilson,
Deputy Police Chief
of Clearwater
and senior citizens. By
doing so, the coalition is
able to create programs for
the center that will educate
and teach leadership to the
young adults in the area, as
well as aiding senior citizens.
Necessary actions were
taken to prevent the center
from permanently closing,

and on Oct. 23 the owners
of the property, the Pinellas
County School Board,
unanimously approved a
lease agreement with them
and handed over the keys
on November 29.
Sat., Dec. 8, the community celebrated with a
ceremonial presentation of
the lease and keys, along
with food, a DJ, activities
for the children, and informational booths set up outside of the center.
On hand to celebrate
was Shirley Miaoulis, representing Congressman
Bill Young. She presented
Clark and the community
center with an American
flag that was flown over the
White House.
As school board member Michael Bessette
handed over the lease and
keys he stated, “This was a
building that we did not
build, it was on our property, it was given back to
us, and the best thing we
could do with it was give it
back to the community.”

HELP WANTED
Director of Music and Worship at
New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

Job Description:
Are you a person with a passionate and deep Christian faith who enjoys
leading multiple worship styles and plays the piano? Are you a disciple of
Jesus Christ? If you are, then being part of the New Pleasant Grove team
may be right for you.The ideal candidate should evidence a close walk
with Jesus and should have experience leading traditional and
contemporary worship. Initiative, team-building, organization, love of
people and music, and excellent communication skills are necessary for this
position. To receive more information, please contact Pastor L. Don Middleton,
New Pleasant Baptist Church, 1210 Union St So, St Pete Fl 33712 or
by email at lemuelmiddleton@msn.com or by phone at 727-823-2545.

Juvenile Welfare Board Executive Director
The Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas (JWB), the nation’s first
Children’s Services Council, is seeking an Executive Director to lead the agency.
Successful candidates will have significant experience as the leader of a complex
organization. Experience with the provision of social services is highly desirable.
Bachelor’s Degree is required. Advanced degree preferred.
For full job description and application information go to
www.JWBPinellas.org/edsearch
JWB is an Equal Opportunity and E-verify Employer.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Ladies of elegance and sophistication
model for Zetas

Calendar
Of events
Courtesy of

BY EMMA C. CAVIN
Staff Writer

ST. PETE BEACH —
For the patrons of Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority’s annual Holiday Breakfast and Fashion Show, the “Ladies of
Elegance and Sophistication” provided a fascinating show.
If you had not been
told that they were members of local sororities and
other community organizations, you may have
thought that each of these
ladies were contestants on
“America’s Top Model.”
Whether they strutted
or strolled through the
ballroom of the Dolphin
Beach Hotel and Resort,
each of these elegant
ladies kept the people in
the audience on the edges
of their seats.
When Jenee Skipper
confidently strutted into
the room with her sunny
smile and dimpled cheeks,
the tone was set. Her
salmon pink and apple
green outfit instantly
elicited oohs and aahs.
Skipper represented the
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority.
Mae Welch, who represented the National Council of Negro Women
(NCNW) demonstrated to
all just how sophisticated
and versatile black and
white can be. Her black
and white hat dipped just a
little to the side and commanded all to take a second look.
Jack and Jill of America
was represented by Jennifer Howard-Black, who is
the manager of Starling’s
School and Day-Care Center. Decked out in light
blue and little girl pink, her
organization’s colors, the
pants outfit she chose was
styled for a woman who
knows her way around.
Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, on the other
hand, was represented by
Ethel
Cannedy,
who

L-R, Tikeila Edwards, Ethel Cannedy, Melonie Harris, Mae Welch, Samantha
Richardson, Jennifer Howard-Black, Glenda Clark and Jenee Skipper.
rocked that red! The sorority’s colors are crimson
and crème, so she became
the lady in a very lovely
shade of red. Her dress
could make a positive
statement at a morning
breakfast and noon-time
luncheon, but would still
make a comment at a banquet.
Likewise, when Melonie Harris sauntered into
the room in her royal blue
gown, everyone held their
breath for a moment. The
style, color, and model
were exquisite. Harris represented Sigma Gamma
Rho Sorority.
Samantha Richardson
was just as impressive in
her gold. She is the president of the Gathering of
Women, an organization
that works to inspire and
empower women to develop peaceful solutions
and live a peaceful, relaxed
life.
The Zeta Amicae Auxiliary was represented by
Glenda Clark, a retired
mother and grandmother
who enjoys singing, but
truly loves dressing up in
elegant clothes.
Her
choice of an outfit was a
baby blue suit, which is
one of the colors of her organization – royal blue and
baby blue.

Organized in 1948, Zeta
Amicae lends a hand to
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority in
providing service to the
community.
The final model was
Tikeila Edwards, who represented Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority in her royal blue
slacks with a pure white
top. The combination electrified the audience, just as
it did when all of the other
models showcased their
styles and colors.
Edwards related that
she can remain pleasant
and optimistic at all times
because she adopted a
statement by Dr. Seuss as
her philosophy of life:
“Speak what you feel because those who matter do
not mind, and those who
mind do not matter.”
It was an amazing
show with an amazing
group of elegant and sophisticated ladies.
Although it was a
fundraiser for the Zetas,
the holiday spirit prevailed
and the faces of the models told everyone that they
were happy to be working
together for a common
cause of providing for the
community.
For more than 30
years, members of Zeta
Phi Beta have held this annual breakfast and fashion

show to raise monies for
scholarship and community programs. The other
organizations, which were
represented in the fashion
show, have the same or
similar goals that were established by their national
leadership.
On the local level, they
all select a national goal;
they plan activities based
on the needs of the local
community, and work their
plan to help people to improve their lives through
activities that stimulate the
mind, the body, and the
spirit.
The fashion commentator was Pattye Sawyer, a
member of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority and a frequent
commentator on WRXB
radio station’s Community
Affairs program. Other
program participants included musician Hank
Ashwood, who performed
on his saxophone prior to
and during the breakfast.
Still others included
Mary Turner, a member of
Operation Attack, Kareesa
Keys, and Lisa Wilson,
chapter president.
The event committee
included Rosa Nesbitt,
Yvonne King, Clara Jackson, Emma Cavin, and Lisa
Wilson. Daphne Miller
was the event chairperson.

Thru May – Come enjoy the Legendary
Landscapes: Florida’s Original Highwaymen
Exhibit at the St. Petersburg Museum of
History, 335 2nd Ave. N.E. In the early 1950s
through the 1980s, a group of 26 AfricanAmerican artists created thousands of
Florida landscapes. These 26 men where
inducted into inducted into the Florida Artist
Hall of Fame. Don’t miss!
On going – Every Tuesday from 9 a.m.3 p.m. come enjoy the Gulfport Tuesday
Fresh Market. It is a year-round open-air
market featuring fruits, vegetables and a
wide variety of other foods; hand-made art
and crafts; bath, body and wellness
products; live music and more. Over 50
vendors and exhibitors participate each
Tuesday. Located between 28th Ave. S. &
Shore Blvd. S.

HELP WANTED

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
LAW OFFICE OF RODERICK O. FORD PLLC
Employment Discrimination
Worker’s Compensation
Bankruptcy ($500 & up)
Social Security Disability

FREE WITH COLOR SERVICE: Hot lavender or peppermint oil
OR Avocado or Coconut Milk Deep Conditioner

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 209-0814 (St. Petersburg)
or (813) 223-1200 (Tampa)
www.fordlawfirm.org
220 E. Madison St., Ste. 1110, Tampa, FL 33602

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

(727) 867-3696

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance

Open: Wednesday - Sunday

Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Skin care packed with multiple benefits.
Special offers you don’t want to miss.
Free samples so you can try before you buy.
Free makeovers and expert tips. Shop at
your convenience with my personal
delivery. No crowds. No parking hassles.
No drain on your gas tank. What better way to get all
your skin care and makeup! Contact me today!

Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director
727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621
w w w.

Law Office of
RONALD L. NELSON P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Bankruptcy
• Divorce and Family Law
• Wills and Probate
1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33750
727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

T h e w e e k ly C h a l l e n g e r . C O m

Please
support Our
advertisers

HELP WANTED

Experienced Advertising
Sales Representative
Sell advertising space, including graphic
art, in The Weekly Challenger and
The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes
and formats for advertising.
Deliver advertising or proofs to
customers for approval. Commission pay.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas

MLK Day of Service: A day on, not a day off
From SERVICE, page 1

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

There aren’t many snowflakes in a Florida Christmas season. It’s sometime cool and other
times warm. The leaves seldom change colors. So what are the traditions that say to us, “It’s
beginning to look a lot like Christmas.” Students were asked the question, “What traditions
are you looking forward to for Christmas? Here are the responses of a few of our youth.

Keyont’e Howard,
Ashleigh Medley,
8th grade
7th grade
“During Christmas,
“I enjoy eating dinner with
I like putting up the
my family, opening gifts the
tree, eating Christmas
night before, watching
dinner, opening
movies and the parade and
presents and visiting going to grandma’s for more
family.”
gifts.”

Amanda Lewis,
8th grade
“The tradition I most
look forward to is the
family coming together
for the holiday.”

Payton Campbell,
7th grade
“I’m looking forward
to the excitement and
fun with my family
members. We’ll have
dinner together.”

Kenny Lapka,
8th grade
“A tradition for my
family is that the
whole family gets
together, eat a good
meal and thanks the
Lord for our gifts.”

Jamari Hayes,
8th grade
“Traditionally, we
will have Christmas
dinner together,
open our presents and
have a party.”

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
TE LL TH E M YO U SAW TH E I R AD I N
TH E WE E K LY C HALLE N G E R!
CHECK OUT THE BRAND NEW
SKYWAY ECO-MALL @ ST. PETE!

www.skywaymall.us
Mall: 727-851-9575 Cell: 404-831-2275
• Former Sears Store becomes vibrant hub for startups & small biz
• Largest coworking space in America (nearly 100k SF)
• 3K Sf High Tech Coworking Space for Freelancers
• 80K SF of Mall Space for Etsy merchants and Inventors
• 10K space for Nonprofits & Microfinance Institutions

See how we are reinventing the world of work!
Check out our specials:
Etsy/Freelancer/Home office space rentals: $29/mo*
Etsy home made goods “brick & mortar” store: $49/mo.
FREE Space for Veterans to establish new businesses
DIY Specials for DIY Healthcare, BYOD & Apps Builders
Check out our Open House every Thu, from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
Complimentary appetizers and beverges in our cool space
100% “Cloud Certified” • ISO-9002 (Pending) • LEEDs Cert.(pending)
HUB Zone Revitalization Program • Minority Business Enterprise
We support Diversity, Fair Trade, Locavesting & Green Alliance
Strategic partners: Intel, Pfizer, Siemens, Microsoft & Chase Bank.
Member, TedX, Technology, Entertainment, Design Network
Member, St. Pete Chamber of Commerce, St. Petersburg, FL
Founder, African American Angel Investor Network
Sponsors: Skybay Ventures, Silicon Bay Ventures & innoVa Ventures, Munich.
Call for a Free Tour of our facilities & book your space now!

appropriation, SPC students are ineligible to receive the funds.
Feeling passionately
about student participation
and engagement in the
project and thinking
quickly, Rouson, Dr. Linda
Hogans, director of the Office of Special Projects for
SPC and the project staff
came up with a more realistic plan.
Instead of a stipend,
which would be difficult for
staff members to monitor
and control, the awards
team decided to create paid
positions. They narrowed
their focus to high school
students ages 16-18.
Ten students from local
high schools will be chosen
as Youth Service Project
Leaders. These students
will help to engage their
schools in developing and
implementing a MLK Day
project.
Teens accepted for
these positions will be paid
a wage of $11.66 per hour
for a maximum of 14 hours
per week through MLK
Day on January 21.
The teens will apply directly to SPC and go

L-R, Dr. Linda Hogans, Crista Shaw, Terri
Murph and Laurie Suitt.
through the normal hiring
practices at the college. In
addition to the background
check required by the
school, they will also need
to submit two letters of recommendation from their
school principal, administrator, and/or teachers.
The staff strongly suggests that students interested in the position of
Youth Service Project
Leaders get started on
their application this week
by contacting teachers and
school administrators for
letters of recommendation.

The last day of school
before winter break for
Pinellas County Schools is
Fri., Dec. 21. Those interested will need to act
quickly to submit complete
applications.
Potential Youth Service
Project Leaders can start
their applications on-line at:
https://www.spcollege.edu/
hrapp/application/jobs.php
If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact the MLK Day of
Service staff at 727-3414121 or 727-341-4130.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Offering life, help and hope

Community Spotlight

From STEPP, page 1

They are then started
in the GOALS Program.
Women involved in this
program agree to view
videos on parenting and
what to expect during the
different phases of pregnancy.
This unique program
offers needed supplies for
the soon-to-be moms such
as diapers, wipes, baby
clothing, and furniture.
Based on a point system,
the items are incentives for
program participants to accomplish their goals during pregnancy - whether it
is having a healthy baby, attending prenatal appointments, or even educating
themselves.
“Part of the thing we do
is to empower women
[and] to help women find
and recognize their value
and worth,” Alexander
preached. “That’s what
we’re really about.”
This is why the GOALS
program is only one aspect
of The Next STEPP. Counseling services are offered
to women who are left to
deal with the immense
pressure of raising a child
on their own.
By counseling women
on an array of parenting issues such as caring for
children, financial goals,
and establishing a sense of
pride in oneself while practicing sexual integrity, The
Next STEPP hopes to empower women to take
charge of their situation.
Guidance is also offered to those who may be
experiencing
remorse
after making the decision
to end their pregnancies.
“We help women to recover when they’re having
those regrets and difficulties as a result of an abortion
experience,”
Alexander stated. “We
have a phrase that we use:
Offering life, help, and
hope to women in need.”
Alexander recognizes
she’s dealing with two extremely controversial issues:
religion
and
abortion. But emphasizes
that although some look at
it as a political platform, for
The Next STEPP, it is personal and Alexander vows
to serve whoever walks
through her doors.
But with African Americans making up approximately 90 percent of The
Next STEPP’s clients,
Alexander aims to instill
how vitally important it is
for black women to realize
their lives can be affected

By Emma Cavin • Staff Writer

Gayle Ashwood-Sims

L-R, Bre’anna and Bre’a Morrow with
mother, Octavia Teharte

This unique program offers needed supplies for
the soon-to-be moms such as diapers, wipes,
baby clothing, and furniture.
in all areas when bringing
a baby into the world.
Areas that women of other
races may not feel stigmatized.
“Everything is impacted by pregnancy,”
Alexander urged, “her education, her family, her
health, economics, all of
that.”
And with statistics
showing roughly 70 percent of African-American
households as single female run homes, Alexander encourages dads to get
involved and be part of the
picture during pregnancy
as well as after birth.
“We do have some
dads that will come, but
still it’s a fairly low percentage that actually come and
support,” Alexander said.
“We encourage dads to get
involved and [be] part of
the program.”
The Next STEPP Program receives its funding
from churches and community groups, organizations, and fundraisers.
Alexander offsets the costs
by writing grants and
searching for individuals in
the community to donate
not only their time, but financial resources as well.
But she admits that during
these rough economic
times it is hard to ascertain
all the necessary funds
needed to service the
needs of the community.

Honesty Pugh with
grandmother,
Yolanda McCloud
“I wish I could take
those diapers people donate and go down to
Progress Energy and say
‘here, take care of our bill
with this,”’ Alexander
stated, although she still
desperately needs them as
they are not part of the
budget. “But we also need
regular monthly supporters [and] income coming
in to be able to manage our
programs.”
The Next STEPP currently has around 30 volunteers but is actively
searching for male mentors and women counselors. Training is offered
on the facility for compassionate individuals willing
to commit their time.
To learn more about
The Next STEPP and
the programs offered,
opportunities to volunteer
or to donate, go to
nextstepp.org.

CHRISTMAS GIFT
AND FOOD GIVEAWAY
Everything is FREE!!
When: Sat., Dec. 15 • Time: 9-12 p.m.
Where: Brister Temple Church of God
2901 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg
First come, first served
For more information, contact
Eddie Robinson at 727-657-5975

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

Gayle Ashwood-Sims was born right
here in St. Petersburg, though her early
years were spent in other parts of the
United States as she and her military family were transferred from one air force
base to another. The family was even in
Libya for awhile.
By the time Ashwood-Sims began elementary school, the family had moved
back to St. Petersburg so that she, her
brother, and younger twin sisters could
grow up among family. Her dad was fortunate enough to get stationed at MacDill
Air Force Base and was able to come
home every night.
Jordan Elementary was the first
school she attended. From the beginning,
she loved going to school. Each day, she
learned something new, and wanted to
learn even more. She admits that she did
not set any especially high records in
sports or academics, but enjoyed every
school and every grade that she passed
through in her educational journey.
For junior high school, Ashwood-Sims
attended Sixteenth Street Junior High in
seventh and eighth grades. Ninth grade
she spent her days at Southside Junior
High School, and graduated from Lakewood Senior High School.
When she thinks about extracurricular activities during her years in school,
Ashwood-Sims fondly remembers her
time working on the school yearbook and
marching with the band’s flag corps. She
was in a few clubs, but the socializing was
what she enjoyed, next to being in the
classroom, that is.
“Although I was a good student, I
never did anything where I might have
gotten special recognition or could have
been lauded as outstanding; I just loved
learning,” she said.
Of course, with her being educators,
it is no mystery where the passion for education started. Being the big sister, she
had the opportunity to learn new things
and teach them to her siblings, just as she
saw her mother teach them.
“I always enjoyed the stories, crafts,
programs, concerts, movies, and the educational games played with my friends
and siblings. I found joy as I learned new
things every single day,” Ashwood-Sims
recalled.
Following her high school graduation,
Ashwood-Sims attended Edward Waters
College in Jacksonville. A year before she
completed her studies, she went to California to visit her uncle. She got a sum-

mer job with an insurance company and
stayed in there five years. She then transferred to the company’s Philadelphia office to work.
In 1982, she returned to St. Petersburg to be with her family while she completed her degree in education at Eckerd
College. In 1983, Ashwood-Sims began
teaching in local early childhood and elementary schools. For the past eight
years, she has been a first grade teacher
at Southside Christian Academy.
She feels fortunate to be able to work
at her current job. The school has a program that starts working with two year
olds, followed by pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten programs in which they
work with parents and other teachers. By
the time the students get to first grade,
they are already reading and writing. .
Ashwood-Sims explained that by the
time they get to her, they are very well
disciplined. They do not need to deal
with punishment for their behavior. She
is energized by their energy and eagerness to learn.
“Math, reading, and penmanship are
important skill to teach at any age, but
these little ones get truly excited about
them. Their eyes are like light bulbs
when they are learning! They are open
and willing to learn. First graders… I just
love this age,” she exclaimed.
Creative art is the area for most of
Ashwood-Sims’ hobbies. In her leisure
time she may be found sketching, sculpting, coloring, or molding something in
clay. Occasionally, she may be found
painting portraits or face painting as well.
As a teenager, she also enjoyed
sewing, so she often made skirts or short
sets for her summer wardrobe. Now, she
just uses that sewing machine for mending. Overall, clay is her favorite medium
in the creative arts, but nothing brings
her as much joy as being in the classroom
with her first grade students.

From HAIR, page 4

the Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Center in Clearwater.
Scott has been featured
in the popular bridal magazine “The Knot,” and participates in hair shows such as
the Central Florida’s Natural
Hair and Beauty Expo to stay
up on current trends.
On top of all of that, she is
a self-published author of a

book series for children. The
first book in the trilogy is entitled “I Love My Natural Hair
So Much,” and will be on
book shelves soon. She is
currently working on the second book called “More Hair.”
So the next time you sit
down in your stylist’s chair,
asked them about their lives
and let someone else do

some of the talking.
Right now she is running a color service promotion that includes a free
hot oil treatment or deep
conditioning with color
service. You can reach
Marlo Scott at 1-855-4274849 or visit her website at
styleseat.com\naturalcolorqueen.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Rare Phorm plays VFW
BY KENDALL QUEEN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) post 10174 located at 1780 49th St. S.,
hosted of the jazz ensemble
Rare Phorm.
Rare Phorm is a jazz
trio featuring bassist Earl
Harris, his brother Jesse
Harris on keyboards and
percussionist Edward Burrows. The threesome
played Sun., Dec 2 in hopes
to bring live music back to
the south side of St. Pete.
Post 10174 was the first
post chartered in south St.
Petersburg. In honor of native son Charlie “King Tut”
Tutson, the post was renamed The Charlie King
Tutson VFW.
Tutson spent over a
total of 47 years with the
Boys Scout with 25 of those
years as scoutmaster to one
of the oldest black troops in
the community, Troop 234.
He also served in the U.S.
Army, as well as with the
Transportation Army Band.
Post 10174 offers dinner nights, karaoke, and
has a DJ on Fridays; however, live music was not on
the entertainment play list.
That was until Burrows and
Harris
brothers
the
stepped in and pumped
some life back into this
VFW.
Rare Phorm has played
all around St. Pete, but
playing live music on the
southside of town serves
another purpose.
“Music isn’t like it used
to be anymore. Kids nowadays don’t listen to real
music, to live music” said
Earl Harris.
The Harris brothers

Nate Jacob’s 50s Jukebox Revue
Earl Harris plays bass and sings for Rare Phorm

Ed Burrows and Jesse Harris jammin’ at the VFW.
were born and raised in
south St. Pete, and have
seen a lot of history in the
music community. Earl is
retired but still lends a
hand at the YMCA, and
Jesse is a contractor. Growing up in a musical family,
both brothers picked up
the talent quickly.
Unfortunately,
with
school funding being cut by
the state, extracurricular
activities such as music
programs are usually the
first to go. Many children
are deprived of playing and
hearing actual music. Most
music heard over the air-

waves today is over synthesized, over sampled and defrom
computer
rived
programs.
Using this as their inspiration, Rare Phorm decided it is time for a
change, so they set up shop
at the south side VFW for
the first time ever to play
live jazz.
“We hope this will inspire the community to
take part in more live
music events,” Burrows
stated, adding that the
band anticipates more live
shows to come to the south
side of town.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
TELL THEM YOU SAW THEIR AD IN
THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!

Last Friday night
group of extraordinary
the Westcoast Black
musicians who were on
Theatre
Troupe
the money the entire
(WBTT) presented its
show and for every sinopening show for the
gle tune.
2012-13 season. CarryThe tune selections
ing a straightforward
were broken down by
title of “Nate Jacobs 50s
regions. In act one, the
Jukebox Revue,” it was
regions included Memthe type of show rephis, Nashville, and
ferred to by many as
Louisville. The show
“back in the day.”
was opened with an upFor your informatempo tune “Juke Box,”
tion, the term “juke
followed by “Shake Ratbox” came into use in
tle & Roll,” the Big Joe
the United States in the
Turner national anthem
early 1930s. The term
and Ruth Brown’s “This
was derived from the
Little
Girl’s
Gone
Photograph courtesy of DonDalyPhoto.com
slang word “jook”
Rockin.”
“Nate Jacobs 50s
which means “dance.”
It was evident that
Jukebox Revue”
Remember when
the evening was going
we visited and enjoyed “jook joints,” to be one filled with plenty of energy and
which was basically a bar where we could fun. Other tunes in Act One’s song list inalso dance. Jukeboxes were extremely cluded “Candy” and the Sam Cooke love
popular from the 1940s through the mid- vehicle “You Send Me.” As if this wasn’t
1960s, particularly during the 1950s. And, enough, “Hound Dog,” “Honey Hush,”
the 1950s is when “Jukebox Revue” takes Lavern Baker’s “Tweedle Dee,” “Yakety
place.
Yak,” “Splish Splash,” “Get a Job” and
Creator, director and artistic director, “Charlie Brown” followed.
Jacobs, deserves a feather in his cap. First
The regions covered in act two inof all for bringing his ideas to fruition on cluded Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, Philadelstage, and secondly for the excellent phia, and New York. The song list was as
playlist he selected for the show.
exciting as those included in act one with
In a recent interview he said that se- Jerry Lee Lewis’ hit “Great Balls of Fire,”
lecting the playlist of songs was nearly im- and “Stagger Lee” made popular by Lloyd
possible because the time period covered Price had everyone dancing in their seat.
had an overwhelming number of great
A lot of oohs and ahhs were heard
dance tunes and those very popular slow when the Ray Charles’ “Night Time is the
type ballads usually played under the Right Time” was performed. A few other
glow of a red light.
tunes included were Little Richard’s
The beauty of the songs performed by “Long Tall Sally,” Dee Dee Sharp’s
WBTT’s talented vocalists was that 99 per- “Mashed Potato Time” and the Buddy
cent of the tunes were known by the au- Holly all-time favorite “That’ll Be the Day.”
dience. It just goes to show the major
The show concluded with Bo Diddifference in songs “back in the day” and dley’s “Rock & Roll Music,” an approprithose that are being performed today.
ate tune to close with
Friday night’s cast included some reg“Nate Jacob’s 50s Jukebox Revue” will
ulars as well as some very talented new run through this Sun., Dec 16. All perperformers. No one cast member’s per- formances are held at the WBTT Theater
formance stood out as being better than at 1646 10th Way in Sarasota. Times are
another. All of the performers were excel- 8 p.m. Tues. – Sat. with 2 p.m. matinees
lent, funny, upbeat, and most of all in key. on Sunday. Call for info: (941) 366-1505
Repeat performers were Emmanuel
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by “SupAvraham, Ariel Blue, Dhakeria Cunning- porting Live Jazz!”
ham, Gordon R. Gregory, Will Little,
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
Charles Manning, Michael Mendez, would like to hear from YOU! You may
Tsadok Porter, Henry Washington, and visit my website at: www.rickgeesjazzAlyssa White. Newcomers who sang their jamm.com
or
email
me
at
hearts out were Davronette Henson, jazzjamm@aol.com. You may also mail
Kristal Walker and Henry Washington.
your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o
Special mention should be given to The Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML King St.,
music director Jay Dodge who directed a S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Spartans win wild one
in overtime
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG Usually when Lakewood
and Gibbs meet on the basketball court you can bet
that there is going to be
standing room only. With
that being said, the game
was moved to Eckerd College because the gym
holds more than the average high school gym.
In the first quarter, the
Gladiators came out playing their usual style of play
which involves pressing
the opposition. They
jumped out to an early lead
as Shaquille Speights hit a
three point basket and
Sajon Ford caught a rebound coming off the rim
and followed with a monstrous dunk to give the
Gladiators an early lead.
The Spartans were
having trouble early executing their sets on offense. But for the most
part they clawed their way
back into the quarter as
Barry Brown sank a three
point basket to beat the
buzzer and tie the game at
12-12 at the end of the
quarter.
Brown started to heat
up as he would hit 2 more
3 point baskets along with
a bucket from Zacari Gibbons to stretch the lead.
Brown’s precision shooting helped the Gladiators
build a 28-17 halftime lead.
He would score 15 of his
game high 20 points in the
first half.
In the third quarter the

Spartans execution improved as they cut into the
deficit 32-28. But at the end
of the quarter, the Gladiators were clinging on to a
41-37 lead. During the
fourth and final quarter the
Spartans rallied furiously
but the Gladiators maintained their composure.
The Spartans then
squandered several opportunities. They would later
make two free throws to tie
it up at 48-48. Shabazz
Waller narrowly missed a
shot at the buzzer.
In overtime neither
team could generate much
offense. Speight’s would
get to the free throw line
with a two shot technical
foul but he missed both,
and Chauncey Gregory
would add two free throws.
The Spartans gave the
Gladiators an opportunity
when a player broke free
for an apparent layup but
he was called for traveling,
which set up one last
chance for the Gladiators.
Brown drove to the
lane in the waning seconds
of overtime, but he could
not convert the layup as
time expired as the Spartans won a come-from-behind
game
53-52.
Chauncey Gregory led the
Spartans with 12 point, Anthony Lawrence 11 points
and Jimmy Robinson 10
points.
“Execution was poor in
the first half. Gibbs is
tough defensively, but we
stepped up our defense to
pull out a victory,” said
Coach Lawrence.

Have any
questions or
comments about
TWC Sports?
Email Us!

Lakewood trio to play in All-Star
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
This has been a great year
for the Griffin twins,
Shaquem and Shaquill.
They anchored the stingy
Spartan defense which produced about four shutouts
during the season; during
the season they were responsible for some big
plays on special teams, one
of the seasons highlights
was one of the twins blocking a potential game winning field goal against
district foe Tampa Jesuit.
They are both all conference defensive backs,
they helped lead the Spartans to a 10-2 record, and
they both committed to
UCF a few months ago.

Both twins have been
selected to play on the U.S.
Under 19 National Team
against a world team selected by the International
American Football Federation. The game will take
place in Austin, Texas next
February. Wow, what a
year!
Their teammate, Rodney Adams, was also selected as well. Adams has
been highly regarded as a
receiver who earlier committed to UF but had a
change of heart. There are
several teams that are in
hot pursuit of his talents
such as West Virginia,
Houston, Cincinnati and
Toledo.
“I will make it known
where I will be attending
college on National Signing

Shaquem and Shaquill Griffin
Day,” said Adams.
The trio was the only
ones from Florida to receive invites from the federation. The trip will consist
of a weeklong practice with
several other perks.

When you see these
young men out and about,
please congratulate them
on their latest accomplishment. It was well deserved
by these young men.

Josh Brent attends memorial service for
Jerry Brown, teammate killed in car crash
DALLAS — (AP) The
Dallas Cowboys paid tribute
to Jerry Brown at a private
memorial on Tuesday that included Josh Brent, the player
charged with intoxication
manslaughter in the one-car
accident that killed his teammate.
Quarterback
Tony
Romo, owner Jerry Jones
and other players, executives
and staff members arrived at
the service on a sunny but
chilly afternoon at Oak Cliff
Bible Fellowship in Dallas.
Brent arrived earlier than
most in a van with several
other people and hugged an
unidentified woman before
walking into the building.
Cowboys coach Jason Garrett said Monday the team
would “support Josh 100 percent in every way that we
can,” while the NFL has “no
issue” with Brent being at
team facilities, spokesman
Greg Aiello said.
Police in suburban Irving
say Brent was speeding early
Saturday when his vehicle
struck a curb and flipped.
Brown was taken to a Dallas
hospital, where he was pronounced dead. The Dallas
County medical examiner
said he died after suffering
blunt force trauma to his
head and neck.
Officers who arrived at
the accident scene found
Brent pulling Brown from
the wreck, according to an
arrest affidavit. However, a
woman who arrived moments after the accident said
Brent didn’t try to save his

friend’s life until she begged
him.
“Jerry was alive,” Stacee
McWilliams of Irving told
The Dallas Morning News.
“He was hurt. He was calling
out, and his own friend
walked away.”
McWilliams, a 40-yearold insurance company employee, said she was on her
way home from her birthday
party when she noticed the
wreck and stopped. She told
the newspaper Monday she
could no longer talk about
the case on the instruction of
Irving police, and she did not
respond to a message from
The Associated Press seeking an interview Tuesday.
Brent’s attorney, George
Milner, told the AP that an investigating officer told him
the woman’s story didn’t
match the circumstances
surrounding Brown’s death.
Milner said he was told that
Brown “wasn’t talking to anyone. He wasn’t moaning. He
was dead.”
Milner said the woman
also told police that Irving
fire personnel weren’t at the
scene — another fact that
isn’t consistent with what really occurred.
“Not one person in the
Irving Police Department
has said one thing that is consistent” with the woman’s
story, Milner said.
Police spokesman John
Argumaniz declined to comment on the account, saying
only that investigators are interviewing “numerous” witnesses.

All eyes are on Josh Brent (l.) as he arrives at the
memorial service in honor of Jerry Brown.
Brent and Brown were
teammates at Illinois, and
Brown was rooming with the
Brent while he tried to make
the Cowboys’ active roster.
A club where Brent and
Brown reportedly spent at
least part of Friday evening,
Privae Dallas, has issued a
statement saying it’s “deeply
saddened by the events of
the weekend” and that it’s cooperating with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage
Commission and police.
“Privae Dallas is a club
that offers its guests a special
level of privacy and often
caters to celebrities,” according to the statement, attributed to the club’s human
resources manager. “The
safety of our guests is very
important to us, and our staff
is trained to follow the regulations set forth by the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage Commission.”
Comedian
Shawn

Wayans was at the club last
Friday night, and a club promoter tweeted that a dozen
unnamed Cowboys players
were there ordering numerous bottles of a popular
champagne. In Texas, the
sale of alcohol with criminal
negligence to an intoxicated
person is a misdemeanor
punishable with a fine of as
much as $500 and up to a
year in jail.
The TABC, which enforces the state’s liquor laws,
also can suspend or cancel
the license of an establishment found to have served
an intoxicated customer.
TABC
spokeswoman
Carolyn Beck said the
agency is investigating the
accident, as it does all alcohol-related fatalities that
come to its attention. She
said the agency has been told
the players were drinking at
more than one location but
she declined to be specific.

Can Taggert succeed at USF
TAMPA - Willie Taggert
is just what the doctor ordered for the up and down
football program at USF.
Grant it, Jim Leavitt guided
them through the infancy
stages and gave the program some notoriety, along
with a scandal in which he
was accused of hitting a
player.
Then along came Skip
Holtz who was pegged to
take the Bulls to the next
level; however, after one
bowl appearance and two
dismal finishes, he was
shown the door.
The Bulls athletics director, Doug Woolard, wasted
very little time finding a head
coach with the ability to recruit home grown talent. As
a matter of fact, Leavitt and
Holtz were having a tough
time recruiting the best of

Hillsborough, Pinellas, Manatee and Pasco counties.
One thing that Taggert
has in his resume is the ability to recruit from around
the state of Florida. Taggert
has hit the ground running
trying to keep some of the
bay area’s top recruits from
leaving the state. Monday
night he visited the highly
sought after receiver Rodney Adams of Lakewood
High, who decommitted
from the University of
Florida and last weekend
went to visit Western Kentucky.
As a coach at WKU, he
had 30 Floridians on his
team. It does not take a
rocket scientist to figure out
that if he can accomplish
what he did at WKU, then
the sky will be the limit at
USF. We all know that

Tampa and the surrounding
areas produce some excellent talent.
One thing we know for
sure is that the spring football practices will be teeming with all sorts of
competition. Everyone will
be on equal footing. The
whole culture of the program will go through a complete metamorphosis which
in turn will produce some
immediate results.
If I were a betting man,
I’d say that Taggert is going
to take the Big East and the
Tampa Bay area by storm.
He has been under the tutelage of great coaches like
Jim Harbaugh at Stanford.
This is the great opportunity
for Taggert who seems to
have all of the right tools to
be a successful coach on a
bigger stage.

With all the things that
Taggert knows about the
state of Florida recruiting
wise, there is no reason that
he can’t duplicate the success that he has had rebuilding the once dormant
program at WKU. Personally I think he has the total
package to put the Bulls on
a national scale.
For instance there are
about six or seven guys playing in the Under Armour All
American game at the Trop
in January. Taggert cannot
sleep, he has to get out and
put a dent in the recruiting
wars among the big three.
Knowing a few things myself, I see Taggert as an instant success when it comes
to reviving the program at
USF. He is a bona fide winner and a game changer, just
ask WKU.

Willie Taggert

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study.........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer .............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study..........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist ChurCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Services8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday).........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) ...............7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday)4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service .................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)...............7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) .................7:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

ThE Rock

ST. MaRK MISSIOnaRy BaPTIST CHuRCH

Schedule of Services

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

3001 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church 727-327-9904
Fax 727-322-0409
service schedule

Elder Cedric L.
Williams

Pastor

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Growing people with a passion for God’s principles

Mission Statement

tuesday

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

serviCes
sunday

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

WEdnESday

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday prayer service – 7:30 p.m.
thursday Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

rev. ronald l. Bell
pastor

Friendship

Living, Teaching and Preaching the
True Gospel of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls.
Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church of Christ
Bro. robert Smith

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday...................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday .......................................................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday.............................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
“Serving and Saving”
“Inspiring and Instructing”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday morning Worship .........................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class .....................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship ..........10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday........................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class.....................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class.............10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class .....................7:00 p.m.

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ................................ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ................11:00 a.m.

(727) 898-9407

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Freewill Baptist Church

10th street Church of God

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr.

Church School 9:30 a.m.
and Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Power hour of Prayer
Wednesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting / Bible Study
Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.
W.W.E. (Wednesday Worship Explosion)
Wednesday after the 1st Sunday monthly

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

United for Christ

NEW MT. OLIVE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

oF

Church School: ........................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ...............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ...............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:..........................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ..................................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: ..........................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
11:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

“Helping and Healing”
“Praying and Praising”

Claude S. Williams,
Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Promote Your ChurCh!

Call for advertising rates today! 727-896-2922
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CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Upcoming Events for December

Genesis Worship Center Church

Dec. 17 - Gift Wrap and
Fellowship for Christmas
with the community at 6 p.m.
Dec. 22 - Christmas with
the Community for Adopted
Families at St. Mark will convene from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve
(Church Office closed).
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Jesus is the Reason for the
Season
(Church
Office
closed Dec. 25 and 26).
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study

the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday season).
Young Adult Ministr y
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held ever y Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held ever y
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study ever y Wednesday
evening at 7.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of
Jesus Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Men’s Unity Ministry - Invite all men to come out every
3rd Thursday of the month for
a unity fellowship at 7 p.m. in
the Mt. Zion Youth Fellowship
Hall to understand what a
“Man of God should look like.”
One-80 Teen Ministry will
host “College Prep 101” Parents and Teens if college is in
your future please join College

Prep 101, held the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday’s of each month in
the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30
– 7:30 p.m.
CARE weekly Tuesday
night meetings have changed
to the 1st & 3rd Tuesday at 7
p.m. Join us at the CARE
building. For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at (727) 289-6957.
MPAC – Seeking experienced Saxophonist, Trumpet
and Trombone musicians for
the Main Sanctuary Choir.
Please inquire by calling the
church office.
Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program –
Grades K – 9th will be offered
homework assistance, math,
reading, and vocabulary skills,

and much more. Applications
available at Mt Zion Human
Services or contact Ms. Doris
Newton at (727)822-0443, ext.
301
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg Fla.
Phone: 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
To God Be the Glory!
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church welcomes Minister
and Mrs. Chandrahasa Srinivasa. Minister Chan Srinivasa
has been appointed as the Executive Assistant to Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Praise The Lord Everyone! Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church welcome’s you

to an exciting night of spiritual
awareness to help close out
2012 and welcome in 2013.
You and everyone you
know are invited to take part
in our annual event to commemorate an important Biblical lesson about keeping
watch.
Our annual Watch Night
Worship and Praise Service
will be Monday, December 31,
2012 at 9:45 p.m. The guest
speaker will be Dr. Joseph
Gordon, Pastor Emeritus of
Pleasant
Grove
Baptist
Church. In addition to Dr.
Gordon’s preaching, Friendship’s own Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., will bring the second message.
Come one, come all, you
don’t want to miss this! In
Jesus name, many blessings

for you and yours.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at
7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as we study
in the Book of MARK, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
God Bless You – The Ship!

“He is healing the broken-hearted
ones. And is binding up their painful
spots. He is counting the number of
the stars. All of them he calls by [their]
names. Our Lord is great and is
abundant in power. His understanding
is beyond recounting.”
Psalms 147:3-5
Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Please join Genesis Worship Center Church in welcoming Bishop Corletta J.
Vaughn of Go Tell It Ministry
Worldwide to St. Petersburg
for three days of anointed ministry. Pastor Michael T. Culbreth and Elect-Lady Shelia
Culbreth will be hosting all
services at 1818 29th Ave. N.,
St. Petersburg.
Bishop Vaughn will be in
revival at 7 p.m., Thur., Dec.
13; ministering in a special
healing service Fri, Dec. 14
and will be preaching on Sun.,
Dec. 16 during worship service at 11:30 a.m. and again at 6
p.m. in a bible study setting.
From answering the call
of God in 1974, to her elevation as a Bishop on November
5, 1995 in the West African
country of Nigeria, God has
used her life and ministry to
impact the body of Christ and
serve a death blow to the kingdom of darkness.
Apostle Vaughn was
elected and ordained into the
Office of Presiding Bishop in
1999 over the International
Outreach Go Tell It Ministry

Worldwide
Network
of
Churches, an Apostolic Reformation of 21st Century
churches and Para-church
ministries throughout the
United States.
Go Tell It Ministry Network of Churches now provides oversight to over 70
churches and independent
ministry gifts as well as provides leadership training and
structure development to
more than 300 churches nationally and thousands internationally.
Bishop Vaughn is married
to Dr. Gilbert Vaughn, and
they have four gifted children
and five grandchildren. Learn
more about Dr. Vaughn’s
worldwide
ministry
at
www.gotellit.org.
Come take advantage of
Bishop Vaughn’s ministry and
allow a change to occur in
your life. She is among the
great company of last-day
apostles, sounding the trumpet of biblical reformation calling the Church of Jesus Christ
back to holiness with an authentic demonstration of the

BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

Who’s to say you’re not?
Neither my mother nor my father ever
told me that I could do everything. Neither
did they ever tell me I could do nothing.
Never allow others decide your limitations
or capabilities. There will always be those
who will say you’re not smart enough, old
enough, young enough, wrong gender,
wrong ethnicity, etc. Don’t listen!
You know what you’re capable of better
than anyone else. You must never forget to
remember, you can accomplish anything
you set your heart and mind to accomplish
as long as it is what God has designed for
you!
It’s not hard to make decisions when
you know what your goals and values are.
When you received the finished work of
Jesus Christ on the cross to guide, rule and
reign your lifestyle choices decisions become easy. You were given a new nature.
God is love. His love lights your soul. Your
nature reflects the love of God through
your value system into the world.
In other words, it is the motivating factor in how you reason and come to conclusions. Your character, however, must be
renewed by pulling down everything that
comes into your mind that tries to override
the mind/will/love of God for you.
Be careful; do not allow anyone or any
circumstance to redefine who you know
that God has said you are. It’s only the
ideas you received from a Holy God that
can shape your personal history. Therefore, you stand at the points that cross in
your life, ask God for the best path, the one
the ancients took. Walk therein and you
shall have rest for your soul. (Jeremiah
6:16)
It is a hard thing to be rejected by your
schoolmates, co-workers and other associates. Their alienation really hurt. But when
your own family do not support or encourage you, you may suffer much deeper
wounding into your psychic. Of course, the
Bible has taught us that our greatest
enemy may be in your own household.
(Matthews 10:36)
A young man in the Bible named David,
was devalued by his own relatives.(1
Samuel 16:10) He was assigned to the field
as a Sheppard and his own family would not
recognize nor support his God given potential to become King. Even when the prophet
Samuel came to his house seeking the person God had chosen to be Israel’s King.
You may think his family who was closest to him and had authority over him

would have been totally supportive. Unfortunately, they grossly under estimated
David’s potential in the Lord. His own father introduced and boasted on all of his
sons to the prophet; everyone except
David. It was only after the prophet discerned that none of those sons the father
desired to become king was God’s choice.
Prophet Samuel asked him if there was
anyone else he had not met. David was reluctantly summoned from the fields and
the spirit of God through the prophet
anointed David as God’s choice to become
King.
As David knew, you must also know
that greater is He that’s in you than he that
is of the world. And just like David, you
have to keep doing what you know you can
do effectively until God promotes you to
His next level.
David was committed and respectful to
the king that was presently sitting on the
throne in spite of many obstacles he put before him. Whenever he was vexed by
demon spirits, he utilized David’s anointing
to play music that gave him peace. Yet King
Saul allowed his army to unjustly attack
him. You, just as David, must understand
that if God is for you; no weapon formed
against you shall prosper. God never promised weapons would not be formed against
His anointed, but we are assured that they
will not prosper! (Psalms 3:2,2)
Even David’s dysfunctional family issues such as his brothers and father being
against, a barren and jealousy wife who refused to praise God, a son who raped his
sister; a son who attempted to murder that
brother, a son who died and a son who attempted to take his kingdom from him, did
not deter him.
Not to mention his own battles with lust
that led him to have an adulterous affair,
and when she became pregnant he had her
husband killed. And you think you have issues!
In spite of everything David encountered, the Bible declares that David was a
man after God’s heart. Why? David trusted
God with all of his heart. The Holy Spirit
was not available to sanctify him and when
he sinned against God, David repented.
(Psalm 30:1-4)
We must all be able to receive the Lord
Jesus as our shepherd before we can submit to him as our Lord and master. David
understood that the Lord Jesus is King of
Kings. Do you?

St. Petersburg South
Foursquare Gospel Church
A Movement with a message on a Mission

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

Holy Ghost.
Please do not miss this opportunity! Be a partaker of the
anointing of her ministry.
Please phone 727-8985571 if you need additional information. Genesis Worship
Center Church meets in worship on Sundays at 11:30 a.m.,
Tuesdays for prayer at 6 p.m.,
and bible study at 7 p.m.
You will have a life changing experience!

Pastor’s Corner

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila
Culbreth

Edgar & Sarah Edwards, Overseers

Please join us in worship and the
study of God’s Word, the Bible
Sundays 10:45 a.m.
919 18th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Email: thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
www.thecrossingpoint.net

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today and forever.” Hebrews 8:13
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If you have a community-based
project to celebrate
Martin Luther King Jr.,
register your project before
Jan. 21 so others can
volunteer to serve with you!
Organize your club,
friends, neighborhood,
business co-workers, school,
sorority or fraternity or place
of worship and inspire others
to make a difference.
Check out our website for places
you can volunteer.

Visit
www.spcollege.edu/MLKService
727-341-4121

Learn more
spcollege.edu/MLKService

MLK Day of Service
A DAY ON,
NOT A DAY OFF
Monday, Jan. 21, 2013

